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Q1: IP?


IP stands for Intellectual property. It represents the legal right to have access to certain information. In the engineering field it can be found in the form of technology, procedures, material used, processes, geological data like location and potency of mineral deposit, etc. It has also a broader legal range in the fields of copyrights, in music, literature, software, etc. When information is discovered, it is the intellectual property of the founder, who generally gives up his right for his employer. Afterwards, that data is the property of the company. It can be used to capitalize, sold, or under unfortunate circumstances, stolen.

Q2: Hostile work environment


It refers to any sexual aspect a work environment can take, which can harm, offend, or discriminate certain individuals in a sexual manner. These include, but are not limited to, sexual advances, physical contacts, comments, graphical display of nudity, indecent exposure, promotion/raise offer in exchange of sexual favors, etc…

Q3: Guidelines for engineers dissenting on ethical grounds


First it is important to make sure you have solid, objective and well documented facts that are not interpreted out of context. The main focus in this kind of dispute is to keep it as little of a big deal as possible. First step is to try to resolve the issue with co-workers and lower management. Afterwards, move to upper management and internal neutral agents. If you have to resign, do so, with proper cause and documentation, then you can resort to outside resources, but it is still a god idea to avoid media attention.
Q4: The six condition to obtain an engineering license in Canada

1- Be a Canadian citizen or a permanent resident

2- Be minimum 18 years old, or the legal age of majority. Except in Yukon, must be 23                         or older

3- Certain academic requirements must be met. A degree in Eng. is usually sufficient

4- Certain examination might be necessary (ex: Knowledge of French in Qc)

5- There is a minimum experience requirement established by the provincial professional association

6- The applicant must have a good character. Determined by references or interviews

Q5: Reverse Engineering

It’s the modern IP thief’s way of stealing a good idea while complying with copyrights and IP laws. As an engineer, you are given a list of criteria to design a product while refraining from copying any ideas from the already existing product. In a way, it’s reversed innovation. Instead of making a discovery and developing technology, you look at technology and try to make a discovery. It is, in essence, very unethical.
